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however, this class of consideration cannot be taken into
account. We must perforce content ourselves with a rough
adjustment based on the number of dependants — what consti-
tutes a dependant being defined by more or less arbitrary
rules — that an income receiver has to support. This being
granted, it becomes necessary to decide how large allowances
should be made for differences in number of dependants, or,
more loosely, in family estate. Plainly some allowance ought
to be made at all levels of income, for at all levels a bachelor
has more free money than a man with an equal income who
has children to support. But, if the principle of equal sacrifice
requires a man with a wife and three children to be taxed
one rth part of what a bachelor is taxed at a given income
level, it will require the family man to be taxed more than
one rth part of what the bachelor is taxed at a higher income
level. More generally, it will require the fraction which the
family man's tax forms of the bachelor's tax to rise as the
income level rises. Thus, if at the £500 level a man in family
situation A should be made to pay 50 per cent of what one
in family situation B pays, at the £50,000 level he should be
made to pay much more than 50 per cent, and at the £500,000
level very nearly 100 per cent. Under the British system in
1927 allowances were so arranged that a married person with
three children paid £36 less tax than a bachelor at all income
levels from £800 onwards ; in 1937-8 he paid £65 less and in
1941-2 £105 less for all levels from £500 upwards. Expressed
in proportions, when incomes are wholly earned, the fraction
of the bachelor's tax paid by the married man with three
children at 1941-2 rate works out approximately as follows :
At £350	.	.	.      9 per cent
£500	.	.	.	33
£1,000	.	.	.	57
£1,500	.	.	.	70
£2,000	.	.	,	88
£20,000	.	.	.	99J      „
We have no means except vague guess-work to determine
whether this arrangement is in reasonable conformity with the
principle of equal sacrifice. The Colwyn Committee reported :
" Some of us think that, if regard is had solely to ability to
pay, the amount of the family allowances ought to vary to

